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The distance between schools and

woodlands is being substantially From its early years the Trust has
reduced thanks to the Big Tree Country supported local communities and e
Woodland Bus. Part of the Trust s three organisations by grant aiding
year H;:Arléage t‘f_‘l AIC_ftI)eSS P“?J%Ct trf:e | projects that improve or promote
converted mobile library visits schools f
across Perthshire, introducing children access to the countryside. ™
to the amazing trees and forests on their
doorstep. ZIng S Sts ! Spread throughout the area from P@
Representatives from a variety of Kinloch Rannoch to Kinross, F

ar
educational initiatives including Forest Coupar Angus to Crook of Devon, mers & Landowners —
Education, Active Schools and the projects have been wide and Access Grant Scheme ; ;
COU_ntrySide Ranger_SerVice, work with Varied. Path upgrades at Comrie FLAGS ......................................................................................................... '|'Srg|y aotzdgetr:s?é;he ga|?]|:é rreT?V\goaor(]j
a mixture of professional wood & craft and Blackford provided residents As | cast my mind back to the days ( quot 919 um) i

| bol, and be found

workers to help pupils foster a sense ) . iconic natural symbol, and can be foun
of excitement and pride in their natural enhanced access to popular local For land m anagers willing \_ll_vhes Perttr; & Kllpttccl)ssd%olulrltrysniﬁ throughout Big Tree Country. However, it
heritage. beauty spots. Balbeggie and Dull rust was born, little di now then is the Carse of Gowrie that lays claim to the
The aigr]'n of the bus is to act as a catalyst had Rights of Way drained and t;ﬂg:';:f: ;:.lhh?ilira.;mr that ten years on, | yvould _be helping rst giant redwood seed to be introduced
to encourage children to spend more resurfaced, while the primary the Trust celebrate its anniversary as outside its own very restricted Californian
time outdoors, learning about their local

school in Longforgan designed
interpretation panels for the
Bogley Burn Trail. Cycling Maps
for Highland Perthshire and
National Cycle routes 7 and 77
were other projects supported by
the Trusts grant scheme.

chairman. habitat.

environment in a fun and engaging fashion.

The Trust has just four
of cers on the ground

Paul McLennan,
Robbie Gordon, Andy
Barrie and Angela
Hughes delivering
its aim to: provide

Thanks to local visionary and
fruit grower, Patrick Matthew
of Gourdiehill, the redwoods
took root across the Carse
from seeds sent to him

from his gold-panning sons
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ﬁ: in California. The seeds

o - . . : and promote high i arrived with Mr Matthew in
Building ol its success, in 2006 Chairman Bob Ellis quali?y opportugities o r} T 1 August 1853, four months
the Trust introduced a new B ' _ _ access and recreation B | ahead of the next batch

i Y )
Farmers anc_j Landowners Grant Scheme . throughout Perth & Kinross for the community as a whole. N F 3 e Kl)urreszch i;hgxléfe?t*étchs
(FLAGS) which has already proven popular. Self closing gates have ) . 3. ¥ At origingll stand of trees can
replaced stiles above Aberfeldy and a new path connecting Milkboy's Lgi:f'r?gs ;’rfée; ‘_’g;rg Engrre]ﬁgf (I:r:oorgﬁrgfoP%?:htge +J<(')nt;oss B il b found in what ' now
; : . They ui y u i ;

Walk with the Deuchny qud and Kinnoull network are some Council who has been with the Trust since its inception. | B the Big Tree Country State
examples of completed projects. F Gk Park in Calaveras.

One of the rst Trust projects was to upgrade the ever
popular Ben Vrackie path. Most recently the Trust took on the
Cateran Tralil, the only circular long distance trail in mainland

. . Scotland. It has also committed funding for various projects
improve public access large and small to help communities and has given grants to
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. Other projects are underway and more farmers and landowners are
So far the bus has been a huge hit, as looking towards the Trust for advice and assistance to:
Invergowrie Primary School testi es:

“The children had a fantastic time with the
Woodland Bus and all the activities and

The Trust chose to launch
its 10th Anniversary
celebrations on Friday 9
March at the redwood
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) . . . . . land grove in Inchture in an
have talked of nothing else all day.” resolve access issues identi ed on their land holding and managers. effort to draw attention
The bus intends to visit, or be involved increase public enjoyment of the countryside while minimising Our biggest project to date is the Perthshire Big Tree Country ;?ntgze nhls;[gélsofslr;ensse
with, every school in Perth & Kinross over the impact on traditional land users Heritage and Access Project. We have an abundance of big 9

the duration of the project.

trees in Perthshire of which we are justly proud. They are a

are underway to
great tourist attraction and a useful educational tool.

increase awareness and understanding of the

= involve school children
- : Woodland Bus beneath the throughout Big Tree
Contact: Angela Hughes variety and complexity None of this would be possible without the support of our Inchture giant recwoods Country in planting the
T: 01738 475256 of land use in Perth Contact Kobbie Gordon Executive Committee and funders and | would personally like next generation of redwoods, in connection
E: ajhughes@pkct.org.uk and Kinross. 77 01735 475348 to thank each and every one of those who are related to the work of the with schools in Calaveras.
_ — ‘ ) & rgordon@/(/cz‘ org Trust. We are a family unit and we work and play hard together.
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Contact Angela Hughes
T: 01738 475256
\_ E: ajhughes@pkct.org
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