




Signs are 
good for 
working with 
communities

As part of the 200th anniversary 
celebrations to mark the relocation 
of Scone to its present position, the
Trust worked with community groups 
to upgrade a popular 8km path.  

Located to the southeast of the 
village, the path wends its way
through the wooded areas of Scone
Den, up to McDuff’s Monument 
and the Lynedoch Obelisk, from 
where spectacular 360° panoramic 
views across Perthshire can be 
enjoyed.  The path returns to Scone
via Murrayshall Golf Course and 
Balgarvie.

The community made their own
contribution to the project through 
the Scone 50+ Walking Group, which
paid for the installation of the new 
signposts for the route.  The signs
were installed recently and the group 
took the opportunity to inspect them
as part of one of their regular walks. 

Pleased with the project, the
group commented on the path
improvements saying they had 
greatly improved access for their less 
able members.

the Aberfeldy to Grandtully route slot into place. The new 6km scenic route
follows the River Tay through agricultural land and riparian woodland using the
disused railway line for much of its length.

You can now enjoy the quiet solitude and wildlife of the semi natural woods, wave
at canoeists and rafters as they pass on their way downstream, or watch a fi sherman
casting into one of the pools. 

The creation of this route was made possible through direct grant aid from the
Trust and the funding of a project offi cer who, along with other members of the

berfeldy Paths Group, successfully
gotiated agreement with

ndowners. 

he group has also been busy 
mproving access to Dull Wood, 
nd replacing stiles and kissing 
ates with more user friendly 
ersions.

Contact Robbie Gordon
T: 01738 475348, 
E: rgordon@pkct.org

The installation of the bridge across the Cultullich Burn saw the fi nal piece of 
h b f ld d ll l l h k
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New paths improve access 
The Big Tree Country Heritage & Access
Project continues to grow, with access
improvements taking place in many of 
Perthshire’s key woodland sites.

Projects reaching completion include signifi cant
improvements to the path leading to the upper 
bridge at the Falls of Bruar.  This route, popular 
for decades, suffered tremendous wear and tear 
from hundreds of pairs of feet, and erosion from 
fl owing water in periods of heavy rain. 

Work to improve the Bruar paths took 
signifi cant dedication and skill from contractor 
WB Grieve of Aberfeldy. They successfully 
created a new path surface by regrading the 
exposed rocks and fi lling in the eroded sections 
with locally sourced sand and gravel. The end 
result is a smooth, well drained surface, making 
the route to the upper bridge much more 
accessible.

At nearby Blair Atholl, newly completed paths
at Diana’s Grove complement the cathedral-like 
nature of the woodland area and enable people 
of all abilities to enjoy some of the tallest and
fi nest trees in Scotland.  

Finally, new woodland paths at St Mary’s 
Monastery in Perth offer great views of the Fair 
City, and a recently improved route adjacent 
to Stanley Hill at Dunkeld improves the link to
the cathedral, and new paths developed by the 
Hilton Dunkeld House hotel. 

Contact Robbie GordonT: 01738 475348, 
E: rgordon@pkct.org

As part of the 200th anniversary

Contact Andrew Barrie
T: 01738 475239
E: ajbarrie@pkct.org

Before: original path at Falls of Bruar

After: testing the new paths



Rewarding work in
Big Tree Country

And there’s more...

time to
write
my bit
for the 
second
issue 
of this
informative newsletter.  i l

After the recent elections, it is most
certainly a pleasure to be back on 
board with a dedicated and hard 
working team. At this point I would
also like to welcome our new council
member, Willie Robertson. Willie is
no stranger to the workings of the
Trust and countryside as a whole as
he is also the current chairman of 
TRACKS – the local Kinross paths
group.

We now have a further slight change 
as far as staff is concerned. With the 
promotion of Paul McLennan to the 
post of Trust manager, Andy Barrie 
was successful in his application for 
the post of the Big Tree Country 
project offi cer. This now means that 
our staffi ng levels have dropped to 
four, and such is the amount of work 
that they are all doing, I take my hat 
off to them for keeping the ship on
course.

At the last Trust meeting we were 
treated to a presentation on the
workings of a project which is
investigating Crannogs around
Perthshire and more widely,
around Scotland. As well as being
educational, it could boost the
economy of the area and we are
looking forward to more information
and a visit to the site at Kenmore
where we will see at fi rst hand, and
possibly underwater, what these
structures are like.

On a fi nal matter, we will be hosting 
an update meeting for all of those 
who attended the community
workshop in Pitlochry last November,
to discuss projects from all over 
Perth & Kinross.

In celebration of the 10th anniversary year of the 
Trust, it is hosting the fi rst of what it hopes will 
be an annual event, the Big Tree Country Awards.  
The theme of this year’s awards is ACCESS, in the 
widest sense of the word, and there are three 
categories: business, community and education.

The trophy was designed, as a result of a competition open to all schools in 
Perth & Kinross, by Rachael Lennon of Perth High School.  Three runners up 
joined Rachael at a wee celebration held in the Gleneagles Hotel, which will also 
play host to the awards ceremony on Sunday 23 September.

Further information and an application form are available to download on
www.pkct.org or by contacting Angela Hughes.

The work of the Trust is only possible thanks to support from the following:
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The last
word …

vailable to download on

Contact Angela Hughes

T: 01738 475256
E: ajhughes@pkct.org

tion open to all schools in

Hot off
the press

At the June meeting of the Trust,
the executive committee approved a
total of £15,500 in grant aid for three
community projects:

•  Path improvement works at
Aberfeldy Golf Course (£4,000)

A recent fun fi lled, though unfortunately not sun fi lled, family day at Buckie Braes enjoyed lots 
of support from the local community. The event, run jointly with the Trust and Perth & Kinross 
Council ranger service, celebrated recent improvements to the popular woodland park. 
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A recent fun fi lled, though unfortunately not sun fi lled, family day at 

Happy days 
at Buckie 
Braes

•  Carse of Gowrie Paths Group for works at 
Ballindean (£7,500)

• Portmoak Paths Group (£4,000)

The latter is for the rebranding and 
interpretation of the Tetley Trail, to be 
renamed The Michael Bruce Way after the 
local poet who wrote about the area. The 
interpretation will include quotes from his 
poetry. 

In addition £4,000 was committed to a survey 
of the orchards of the Carse of Gowrie.




